Laos workshop purpose and objectives by Seidman, Ann & Seidman, Robert B.
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Seidman Research Papers Workshops, Notes and Papers






School of Law 
765 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massac husetts 02215 
Faculty Services 
Tel: 617 /353-3110 
Fax: 617/353-3077 
Mr. Katsana Phommachane 
National Project Director 
Building a National Legal 
Framework Project Lao 95/002 
Ministry of Justice 
c/o UNDP/Vintiane 
FAX: 856-21-214 - 819 
Dear Katsana : 
June 5, 1995 
You ask us to send materials for the workshop participants . We are 
fa x ing with this letter a copy of Memorandum of Law article which 
basically structures the analysis required for drafting a 
law . It would be very helpful if you could get this translated 
into Lao as a kind of basic text for every member of the workshop . 
In addition, we have requested that the other consultants send 
whatever basic materials they consider important for the workshop 
partipants to read for the latter two weeks work with them. 
We are preparing a detailed outline for the 9 days we will be 
working with the participants before the other consultants arrive . 
Essentially, it will focus on a problem-solving approach, built 
around the Memorandum of Law article, during which we will help the 
participants prepare a first draft of their proposed research 
report (ie memorandum of law) that: 
1. identifies the nature of the social problem their bill 
aims to address; and provides evidence as to how that problem 
appears in Lao PDR, including the 'behaviors' of the relevant 
social actors (role occupants) that comprise the problem; 
2 . using the ROCCIPI research agenda, outlines the likely 
causes of the role occupants' problematic behaviors in Lao 
PDR, and provides evidence as to those causes existence in 
Lao PDR; 
3. proposes measures that might be incorporated in the 
proposed bill that logically seem to address the causes of the 
Lao PDR role occupants' problematic behaviors (and, if 
possible, outlining the bill itself); and 
4 . suggests an evaluation mechanism for incorporation in the 
bill to provide on-going feedback after its enactment and 
implementation as to the effectiveness of its implementation 
and its social consequences in Lao PDR. 
The underlying assumption is that in the course of formulating the 
research report and drafting the bill in the first two weeks, the 
participants will learn basic legislative theory and something 
about legislative techniques. At the same time, their preliminary 
draft reports and bills will help the consultants to understand the 
special characteristics and probable causes of the problems in Lao 
PDR, so they can assist the participants in assessing the relevant 
foreign laws and experiences as to the consequences of possible 
alternative measures for incorporation in their bills. 
Yvonne wrote that you expected 23 workshop participants. We assume 
most of these have been assigned to teams to work on the three 
bills for which we have obtained consultants, since, as you will 
note, we plan to build the course around those bills. If any of 
the participants are working on other bills, it would be very 
helpful if you could let us know immediately what those bills are 
and how many people will be working on each. 
We hope this procedure meets with your approval. We will forward 
the draft outline of the first two weeks as soon as we complete it . 
And we look forward to seeing you on June 26. 
Very sincer~, 
Arl~f~ ~ --
cc Mr. Jan Mattsson, Director, UNDP Vientiane, Lao PDR 
